
The Other Half of My Heart*  
by Sundee T. Frazier

Interracial twins Minni and Keisha 
learn what it means to be part of the  
African American community when their  
grandmother enrolls them in the  
Miss Black Pearl competition.

Peace, Locomotion*  
by Jacqueline Woodson

Lonnie writes letters to his little sister,  
living in a different foster home, recount-
ing the details of his life, including his foster 
brother’s return from the Iraq War.

 

Silhouetted by the Blue  
by Traci L. Jones

After her mother’s death, Serena is left to 
deal with her younger brother and school  
as her father drifts further into depression.

 

The Watson’s Go  
to Birmingham–1963*  
by Christopher Paul Curtis

The ordinary interactions and everyday  
routines of a Midwestern African American 
family are changed forever when they visit 
Grandma in Alabama during the summer  
of 1963.

High School

Black & White: The Confrontation of 
Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth  
and Eugene “Bull” Connor  
by Larry Dane Brimner

Fred Shuttlesworth was determined to 
improve life for the African American  

community in Birmingham, AL. Bull Connor was equally 
determined to maintain the status quo. A showdown  
was inevitable.

Carver, a Life in Poems  
by Marilyn Nelson

The life of famed botanist, painter,  
musician, teacher, and researcher  
George Washington Carver is told through 
spare, expressive poetry. 

Claudette Colvin:  
Twice Toward Justice* 
by Phillip Hoose

Rosa Parks was not the first to refuse  
to give up her seat on the bus.  
A Montgomery high school student was  

arrested nine months before that historic event, but her  
action did not lead to fame.

Dope Sick*  
by Walter Dean Myers

A drug deal gone bad sends Lil J fleeing to 
an abandoned building where he meets an 
eerie stranger who shows the boy where he 
could have made better choices. 

The First Part Last*  
by Angela Johnson

Bobby’s carefree teenage life changes forever 
when he becomes a father and must care for 
his adored baby daughter.

No time to read?   
Listen instead. 
Many titles are available  
as audiobooks.
Formats vary and may include CDs,  
Playaways and downloadable files  
for your smart phone or computer.

* also available as an audiobook

Middle School Readers 

Bird in a Box* 
by Andrea Davis Pinkney

Three children deal with hardship  
and loss during the Depression,  
brought together by their love of  
the Brown Bomber, Joe Louis.

Chains 
by Laurie Halse Anderson

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York 
City, Isabel spies for the rebels during the 
Revolutionary War, eventually escaping with 
her friend Curzon. 

Forge continues the story of Curzon and Isabel.

Elijah of Buxton*  
by Christopher Paul Curtis

In 1859, Elijah Freeman uses his wits and 
skills attempting to retrieve stolen money 
meant to purchase a family’s freedom.

 

Ninth Ward*  
by Jewell Parker Rhodes

Gifted with “the sight,” 12-year-old  
Lanesha and her adopted grandmother 
battle Hurricane Katrina accompanied by the 
spirit of Lanesha’s dead mother.

 

One Crazy Summer*  
by Rita Williams-Garcia

In the summer of 1968, sent from  
Brooklyn to Oakland, California to spend  
a month with the mother they barely know, 
three young sisters become involved  
with the culture and struggles of the  
Black Panthers.
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Flygirl  
by Sherri L. Smith

During World War II, a light-skinned  
African American girl “passes” for white  
in order to join the Women Airforce  
Service Pilots. 

Getting Away with Murder: The True 
Story of the Emmett Till Case  
by Chris Crowe

The brutal murder of a 14-year-old African 
American boy and resulting sham trial dem-
onstrated to the whole country the injustices 

faced daily by black people in the Jim Crow South.

Here in Harlem:  
Poems in Many Voices*  
by Walter Dean Myers

Soulful first-person poems capture the energy 
and resilience of this legendary neighborhood 
and its people.

Just Another Hero*  
by Sharon Draper

While some students are facing the  
challenges of their senior year, one  
misunderstood teen brings a gun to school 
and demands to be taken seriously.

Marching for Freedom: Walk Together 
Children and Don’t You Grow Weary*  
by Elizabeth Partridge

The role of ordinary children and teens  
during the turbulent times leading up to  
the march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965 
is showcased through archival photos and  

interviews with those who participated in the fight for  
African American voting rights. 

The Rock and the River*  
by Kekla Magoon

In 1968 Chicago, 14-year-old Sam is caught 
between his father’s nonviolent approach  
to seeking civil rights and those of his older 
brother who has joined the Black Panther Party.

High School (continued)

“Reading is not optional!” 
 – Walter Dean Myers,  

National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature  
2012-2013

http://tinyurl.com/AmbassadorMyers

These websites will help you find  
additional good books to share with  
the teens in your life: 

 
Coretta Scott King Book Awards
Given to African American authors and illustrators for  
outstanding inspirational and educational contributions,  
the Coretta Scott King Book Award titles promote  
understanding and appreciation of the culture of all peoples 
and their contribution to the realization of the American 
dream of a pluralistic society.

The award is designed to commemorate the life  
and works of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and to honor  
Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination  
to continue the work for peace and world brotherhood.

http://tinyurl.com/BookAwardCSK
 

John Steptoe New Talent Award
Under the auspices of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards 
Committee, this award seeks out new authors and illustrators 
whose work might otherwise go unnoticed.

http://tinyurl.com/BookAwardSteptoe


